Dear Representative (Name):

In order to help Wisconsin’s bio industry, we ask for you to support legislation in Congress that will extend the following: 
· A 45-cent-per-gallon Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit (VEETC)

· A 54-cent-per-gallon ethanol tariff 

· A cellulosic ethanol tax credit

· A small producers tax credit


Without extension, the tax credits will expire at the end of this year.  This could have negative ramifications here in Wisconsin and nationally. For example, eliminating VEETC will result in an immediate tax increase at the pump of $5.4 billion in 2011. Taxpayers, already struggling to make ends meet in a difficult economy, simply can’t afford that kind of a fuel hike.

GAO study found that since 1968 the oil industry has received more than $150 billion in tax breaks, subsidies and incentives.  Support for ethanol has been less than a tenth of that total.  Additionally, a recent study commissioned by G20 nations found that the world could be spending as much as $500 billion annually to subsidize fossil fuels.


Wisconsin-made biofuels are working to reduce our dependency on foreign oil and increase our nation’s energy security.  It does not make sense to eliminate the tariff and increase our dependence on yet another foreign source of fuel.
Wisconsin’s nine ethanol plants have a capacity of production of over half a billion gallons of ethanol a year. In addition, these plants provide jobs to over 400 people. But more than that, the plants provide a market for other industries in Wisconsin, from corn producers, to construction firms, to chemical companies. Wisconsin’s bio industry has contributed over $1 billion to our local economy and is a vital industry to our state.


We urge you to co-sponsor and support this legislation which is vital to Wisconsin.

Sincerely,
